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Discu ss i o n s i n t h e LIN ACRE
QUARTERLY indicate some appre
hension about health insurance. It
is inevitable that this must come in
some fonn. The technology of mod
em medicine places its cost beyond
the reach o.f most people. The
Christian physician, above all oth
en, must be concerned for the com prehensive welfare of his patients
and should take the initiative to
secure it. It would benefirt: our
American colleagues to study what
has been done in New Zealand
(and in Britain and Australia) to
avoid the blunders which have
been made here in the _ name of
humanitarianism'.
It is obvious that a. completely
free and universal scheme is a sen timental and exP.E:nsive luxury. The
State makes itself responsible for
e:,'e!J'. headache and minor indisposi
tion In the country, and in this way
e��eeds its duty to protect irt:s
cttizens f rom serious harm. Every
country must run its affairs in a
reasonably economical fashion, but
� the national economy is in a
perilous state, the health bill soars
to new records each year, while the
&nned forces are rendered impotent
through obsolescence.
Two political principles seem in �pa:ble. The first is that, if a
lllittake is made at the inception· of
he alth scheme, particularly if
• IS too oomprehensive, the politi
eians will never have the courage
to mod if y It, and the doctors
will
not have the power to do so.
&condly,
at each election more
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:r

208

LINACRE

Y
QUARTERL

free benefits will be ofl'( -rr-rl by each
party and therefore th(• ·.·nsf of the
scheme will · rise - iney;t·-i,lv and
progressively.
Two insu rance principics are
worth keeping in mind for any
health scheme. The first fra::tion of
any expenses incurred - should be
born by the insured, to avoid friYo·
lous claims and to relieve the main
fund from a multitude of smaL
claims. This could apply to the first
few days of hospital stay, to 50%
of drug costs up to a certain maxi-·
mum, and to 50% of doctors' fees,
with special arrangements for sur
gery and obstetric care.
The other recommendatior.. is that
all payments should be mai:aged en
a refund basis, that is, the o tient
pays the doctor or the hospit�1 and
then receives a refund of the agreed
proportion of his fees from the in suring agency. Governments prefe:·
methods of payment which are ad
ministratively convenient and would
rather make a direct payment to
doctor or hospital, but this is dan
gerous for the profession. After a
time it appears that the Government
is insuring the doctors, not the pa tienrt:. The patient gradually be
comes less aware of what insurance
he is enjoying and his power, as an
irate taxpayer, diminishes.
In any health scheme it should be
possible to make special provision
for those in poor circumstances but
our Governments have been unwill
ing to introduce a means test. The
only alternative is a comprehen-
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Annual Memorial Mass - June 29, 8:00 a.m. - (Old). St. Mary'sChurch
Wabash Ave. & 9th

. Most Reverend John P. Cody, DD
· ., JC
· D
· ,, PhD
. ., Arehb'1shop
ofChicago, will be the celebrant

2nd A nual Father Gerald Kelly Lecture - 9:30 a.m.
�
Conrad Hilton Hotel

·I

.
Reverend John J. Flanagan, S. J. , Executive
Director of The
Catholic Hospital Association, will give the address

Officers and Regional Directors of the Federation
will meet following the Breakfast
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